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Doing Business in South Africa 



•South Africa has the largest GDP and 

is the fifth-most populous country in 

Africa. 

•GDP of South Africa is nearly 

double that of the next closest 

country in Africa, Nigeria. 

•South Africa’s GDP makes up about 

22% of the GDP of the entire 

continent while only making up 5% 

of the population. 

The Republic of South Africa 



• South Africa has eleven official languages. 

• The three most spoken first home languages are Zulu (23.8%), 

Xhosa (17.6%), and Afrikaans (13.3%). 

• English is recognized as the language of commerce and science, 

however it is spoken by only 8.2% of the population. 



General Information 

Population 

48,810,427 (2012 

estimate) 

Population Growth 

−0.412% in 2012 (CIA 

est., due to 

emigration rate) 

GDP 
555.134 

(Billion in USD) 2011  

GDP per Capita $10,973 

Inflation Rate 4.9% 
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•South Africa is divided into nine 

provinces 

 

•Each province is governed by a 

unicameral legislature, which is 

elected every five years by 

party-list proportional 

representation. 

Provinces of South Africa 



Province Largest city Area (km2) Population (2011 est.) 

Gauteng Johannesburg 18,178 11,328,203 

KwaZulu-Natal Durban 94,361 10,819,130 

Eastern Cape Port Elizabeth 168,966 6,829,958 

Limpopo Polokwane 125,754 5,554,657 

Western Cape Cape Town 129,462 5,287,863 

Mpumalanga Nelspruit 76,495 3,657,181 

North West Rustenburg 104,882 3,253,390 

Free State Bloemfontein 129,825 2,759,644 

Northern Cape Kimberley 372,889 1,096,731 

Provinces of South Africa 



Basic Economic Statistics 

From 2005-2011, U.S. exports nearly doubled 

 



Prospects 

o Electrical Power Systems; 

o Telecommunication Services; 

o Aviation; 

o Automotive Components; 

o Transportation, Infrastructure and Civil Construction; 

o Franchising; 

o Renewable  Energy; 

o Safety/Security Equipment; 

o Pollution Control Equipment; 

o Mining Equipment; 

o Medical Equipment and Healthcare Services; 

o Telecommunications Equipment; and 

o Information Technology. 

In general, the best prospects for exports are in capital goods, though 

opportunity exists in a wide range of consumer products and services as 

well.  

Of particular note are: 



Utah-South Africa Business Relations 



Utah Exports to South Africa 

Rank Description ANNUAL 2009 ANNUAL 2010 ANNUAL 2011 JUN 2011 YTD %2010- 2011 

  TOTAL ALL COMMODITIES 14,399,456.00 18,739,462.00 48,449,993.00 26,234,553.00 158.55 

1 Industrial Machinery, Including Computers 3,577,818.00 2,756,826.00 4,973,573.00 1,841,209.00 80.41 

2 Nat Etc Pearls, Prec Etc Stones, Pr Met Etc; Coin 17,041.00 3,110,844.00 28,785,728.00 17,224,208.00 825.33 

3 Optic, Photo Etc, Medic Or Surgical Instrments Etc 2,144,614.00 3,208,208.00 3,976,591.00 2,010,311.00 23.95 

4 Tools, Cutlery Etc. Of Base Metal & Parts Thereof 442,116.00 1,455,032.00 1,373,118.00 732,656.00 -5.63 

5 Electric Machinery Etc; Sound Equip; Tv Equip; Pts 1,529,341.00 2,641,557.00 2,560,350.00 965,271.00 -3.07 

6 Toys, Games & Sport Equipment; Parts & Accessories 722,255.00 836,520.00 1,193,767.00 577,040.00 42.71 

7 Essential Oils Etc; Perfumery, Cosmetic Etc Preps 1,192,500.00 1,194,483.00 300,752.00 83,782.00 -74.82 

8 Beverages, Spirits And Vinegar 53,250.00 29,362.00 192,387.00 16,561.00 555.22 

9 Paper & Paperboard & Articles (Inc Papr Pulp Artl) 329,689.00 192,161.00 464,877.00 221,632.00 141.92 



Utah Export growth to Africa 

From 2005 to 2011, Utah exports to South Africa have grown by 

203%. 



Questions? 

 

Franz Kolb, Director – Africa 

60 East South Temple Street, Third Floor 

Salt Lake City, UT 84111 

Phone: 801-538-8717 

Email: fkolb@utah.gov 

 

For more information please visit: 

 

business.utah.gov/international-trade/ 
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